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“Where Classical Ballet Legends are Trained!”

Raven Wilkinson is an American dancer who is credited with being the first AfricanAmerican woman to dance for a major classical ballet company.

T.U.P.A.C.
Who We Are
Kabby Mitchell III, Co-Founder
Klair Ethridge, Co-Founder, Director

Board of Directors
Pamela Lewis-Bridges, M.Ed, Co-President
Evan Ferwerdk, Co-President
Dr. Eric Clausell
John Douville, Secretary
Joye Hardiman, PhD
Alease Frieson
Travis Pope

Advisory Board
Salmh Ayers
Jasmine Bridges
Marie Chong
Jade Solomon Curtis
Stephanie Flagg, M.D.
Beverly Grant, J.D.
Arif Gursel
Maxine Mimms, PhD
Gilda Sheppard, PhD

Classical Ballet Class and Enhancement Class Faculty
Julie Tobiason, T.U.P.A.C. Ballet Director, Ballet Instructor
Jade Solomon Curtis, T.U.P.A.C. Master Teacher
Erricka Turner, T.U.P.A.C. Co-Multicultural Dance Director, Ballet Instructor
Vania C. Bynum, T.U.P.A.C. Co-Multicultural Dance Director, Liturgical Instructor
Lynne Short, T.U.P.A.C. Master Ballet Instructor
Fatimah Gordon-Mateen, T.U.P.A.C. West/Central African Dance Instructor
Etienne Cakpo, T.U.P.A.C. West African Instructor
Heather Arneston, Ballet Fusion
Jimmy Shields, Hip Hop, Jazz Instructor
Alease Aubrey Frieson, Pilates Instructor

Guest Artists
Sherman D. Wood, Dancer and Instructor
Davione Gordon, Dancer and Singer
Lauren Dupree, Actor, Singer and Dancer

KABBY MITCHELL III, T.U.P.A.C. Co-Founder

Article published by The News Tribune and written by Craig Sailor.

He brought T.U.P.A.C. to Tacoma’s underserved kids, but famed dancer won’t see final work
Kabby Mitchell III used his considerable talents to reach high points in life: the first black company member of Pacific Northwest Ballet, international performer, choreographer, teacher. But the Tacoma resident saw a need. The city’s children of color needed a place of their own
to pursue the performing arts. That’s why he co-founded T.U.P.A.C. — Tacoma Urban Performing Arts Center — dedicated to introducing
and teaching the performing arts to underserved youth, 6-18. The nonprofit opened its doors Saturday to students, the public and Mitchell’s
friends and family. There was only one person missing: Mitchell. Mitchell died May 4 of coronary artery disease. He was 60.
The dancer’s reach was wide. Those he touched filled the Paramount Theatre on Sunday for a memorial. “It was a packed house,” friend
and T.U.P.A.C. co-founder Klair Ethridge said. “It was amazing.” “Kabby was a far-reaching, positive soul for change and joy,” said attendee
Ability Bradshaw.
Kabby Mitchell grew up in the Bay Area. He joined PNB in 1979 and danced with the company until 1984. He also performed with Dance
Theater of Harlem and other companies.
Mitchell taught at Evergreen from 1998 until his death. His subjects included African American studies, dance and theater. “Kabby was a
beloved figure on campus,” said Evergreen President George Bridges. “In so many ways, his life represented heart and passion.” Evergreen
was one of many schools and workshops he taught at during his career. Mitchell was named the 2016 Cultural Ambassador of Seattle.
Virginia Johnson met Mitchell in the 1970s when they danced together.
CREATING T.U.P.A.C.
Mitchell lived in Tacoma for 13 years, his family said. “He liked Tacoma,” Ethridge said. “He thought it was a nice, homey kind of town.”
Ethridge started as a ballet dancer, danced with the national tour of “The Wiz” and worked in TV and movie production until retiring in 2016.
She and her husband moved to Gig Harbor from Los Angeles in 2006. She was taking a dance class in 2007. Mitchell was substituting for
the regular teacher. “He came up to me and said, ‘I think I know you,’ ” she recalled. “I said, ‘I don’t think so. I’m new here.’ ” Eventually the
pair realized they knew each other from their dancing days in 1979 San Francisco. They renewed their friendship and almost immediately
began talking and then planning for what would become T.U.P.A.C.. The focus would be providing arts education for children of color with
limited means. “We wanted to make a school where children could see teachers who look like them, who understood how to talk to them,
how to inspire them,” Ethridge said. In March, Ethridge and Mitchell looked at the space T.U.P.A.C. now occupies. On the drive home,
Ethridge turned to Mitchell. “I said, Kabby, what are we going to call this’?” Ethridge decided they needed a catchy acronym. “As soon as I
said that a Tupac (Shakur) song came on the radio,” she said. The rapper’s name inspired them. “We worked (the acronym) out,” Ethridge
recalled. “I said, ‘Kabby, write it down right now’.” On Monday, T.U.P.A.C. began training its first 12 dancers. “Through grants and donations,
every kid gets to dance,” Ethridge said. “We understand how important the arts are in forming complete human beings.”
BALLET AS A METAPHOR
T.U.P.A.C. artistic director Jade Solomon Curtis said she wants to dispel stereotypes about ballet: “It’s rigid and strict. You can’t do this and
you can’t do that.” The organization is not focused only on dance, Curtis said. There will be classes in musical theater and acting. Curtis
has seen many children come alive when they learn a new form of expression in the arts. “Some people are just shy,” she said. “But if you
put them in front of a mirror and give them some music they open up.” Johnson, of Dance Theatre of Harlem, spent the day teaching at
T.U.P.A.C., before returning to New York. She urged the young ballerinas to move with their arms in a wide embrace. “Like you’re holding a
bouquet of flowers all across the floor,” she said. A mural of a smiling, leaping Mitchell adorned a corner of the dance studio. Johnson said
classical ballet is an art form with an image problem: exclusivity. She commends groups like T.U.P.A.C. for creating opportunity and access.
“Classical ballet is a language that can be used by anyone,” Johnson said. The standards are high, she said. “They need to learn the forms
and rigors of classical ballet and be given the opportunity to excel.” Like society at large, ballet has its forms and structure. “It’s a metaphor
for fitting in, making it work, excelling and mastering form and structure,” Johnson said. “Then you can be expressive. “That’s why Dance
Theatre of Harlem exists, that’s why T.U.P.A.C. exists.”

KLAIR ETHRIDGE, T.U.P.A.C. Co-Founder and Director

It’s been three years since Kabby Mitchell III and I began having serious conversations about building a classical ballet school to teach the underserved children of Tacoma high quality dance instruction. It was Kabby’s passion to guide the
children of Tacoma in realizing what a great equalizer dance is when the student has the right tools, or technique. Dance cuts
across racial, economic and social boundaries; dance is indeed a universal language.
We need our T.U.P.A.C. students to understand that this school is a result of first a dream, then a vision and ultimately the
hard work of so many people from near and far to make our school a reality.
It has now been one year since we opened our doors, with the gracious, Virginia Johnson, Founding Member and Artistic
Director of the esteemed Dance Theatre of Harlem teaching our first ballet class. We have been so fortunate to attract teachers who are well known in the world of dance who share their talents and expertise with our students.
Julie Tobiason, our Ballet Director with her indomitable talent and ballet technique has designed a ballet program for
T.U.P.A.C. that is on par with the best ballet schools in the country. Our teaching staff is comprised of professional dancers
and musicians who are at the top of their fields.
The gifts continued with, The Links, Incorporated, Tacoma (WA) Chapter - an organization of accomplished, dedicated
women who are active in elevating youth from kindergarten through college through sponsorship and purposeful service. They
have embraced T.U.P.A.C. and have focused their energies on sharing their core facets of: Services to Youth, The Arts, National Trends & Services, International Trends & Services and Health & Human Services with our students and their families.
The Links also provided a scholarship to enable a student to continue her dedicated dance instruction here at T.U.P.A.C.
Diannastarr Robinson is the recipient of a full one-year scholarship.
The Links, Incorporated, represent a wide variety of skills, knowledge and experience. Our first year would have been
much more challenging without the participation of these hard working, dedicated women. We look forward to a long relationship with The Links, Incorporated.
I have found that humans will only rise as high as their lowest expectations, so our goal is to help our students realize that
in dance class they must keep pushing their boundaries and reassessing themselves by setting new goals and try a second,
third, tenth time and to continue on in the challenge for excellence in their pursuit of the performing arts. These are skills that
will serve them well for the remainder of their lives.
Kabby’s dream has become a reality – this is always what he wanted; a ballet school where children can practice dance
whether their parents are financially able or not, whether they have a “classic” ballet body, or not - whether or not their hair is
in a bun.
T.U.P.A.C is dance school where children are inspired through exuberance, high energy, technical excellence, careful guidance and acceptance. We are so pleased that the parents of our students entrust us in teaching their children in a welcoming,
caring and uplifting environment.
The future of T.U.P.A.C. is bright as we embark upon our second year of new challenges and elevated artistic excellence.
Klair Ethridge
Co-Founder & Director
T.U.P.A.C.

Opening day classes on July 10, 2017, were taught by Virginia Johnson,
Artistic Director, founding member and principal dancer of Dance Theater
of Harlem.
It is our goal to create dancers who are prepared to attend any dance
school and be more than proficient in various dance disciplines which
include Ballet, Liturgical, West African, Hip Hop and Afro Contemporary.
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Drum Performance, Kaleidoscope, October 4, 2017
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T.U.P.A.C. Students at Firemen’s Park on Commencement Bay

Five Ballerinas

What’s Next For T.U.P.A.C.?
UPCOMING EVENTS:
June 16, 2018 – Two Dance Performances
Westhoff Suite No. 5 – Choreographed by Julie Tobiason
Music: Violin Suite No. 5 in D Minor: IV
Arc Ballet – Choreographed by Kabby Mitchell III
Also don’t miss the
First Annual T.U.P.A.C. Nutcracker
December 2018!

About the Artist

Phyllicia Matthews is a high school senior born in Tacoma, Washington
who will soon continue her persuit of art at Parsons School of Design in
New York. She began her career at Tacoma School of the Arts in 2014 and
soon found her focus in illustration and painting. Her body of work ranges
from large scale self-portraits on unconventional materials to small detailed
zines. She is most recognized for her unique scribble style of line work, often
produced in black ink. Her work has been exhibited at the Metro Parks Point
Defiance Aquarium in Tacoma.
Her work is clearly inspired by artists such as Amy Sherald and Hank
Willis Thomas. Phyllicia aspires to learn and create art that is inclusive of
Afrocentric art and based on Afrocentrism and the inspiration of Sherald
and Thomas. Phyllicia’s goal is to make black culture captured in art more
prominent in Tacoma.

The Tacoma (WA) Chapter of
The Links, Incorporated
Arts Facet.
The goal of The Arts facet is to increase and expand activity, elevate
our programs through arts integration, and effectively create an arts
renaissance within our organization and programmatic efforts.
Links chapters partner with museums, dance schools, symphonies,
art councils, educational institutions and corporations to support art
programs, especially where there is a focus on artist of color. Links
are creating and supporting opportunities for educating minority youth
in the arts, and presenting and supporting performances by youth and
accomplished professional artists in a diversity of disciplines.

2017-2018 Tacoma (WA) Art Facet Members:
Adrienne Allen, Stine Armstrong, Frances Davis,
Jorge-Ayn Riley, Anne Wade, R. Kirsten Watts,
Iris West, Mary Wilson, Ella Williams

The Tacoma (WA) Chapter, The Links, Incorporated

Seated in center front row is The Links, Incorportated Western Area Director Roxann Thomas Chargois
Stephanie W. McGriff – President
Mary L. Green – Vice President
Alyce McNeil – Recording Secretary
Sharon Freeman – Treasurer
Victoria Fletcher – Corresponding Secretary
Adrienne Allen – Financial Secretary
Iris Williams West – Parliamentarian
Carolyn Lee – Program Chairman
Members
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Pamela Jones Hadley
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Alumnae Members
Stine Armstrong, J.D.
*Raynola Blackshear
Melva Copes
Edna Stone, Ph.D.
Christine N. Turner
*Ella Williams, Ph.D.
R. Y. Woodhouse, Ph.D.

* Platinum Members

